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An Update for the Update
From the Coalition Board . . .

The Fall 2004 issue of the 336 Update is a very important issue. It contains responses from
Congressman Lane Evans and challenger Andrea Zinga to a question that is critical to all of us who
desire to see a four lane highway connecting Peoria to Macomb and beyond.  They are running for

Congress representing the 17th District in Illinois.  Both of their responses are included on the inside of
this issue.

The question the board posed to both of them was…

Please be sure to read both of their responses carefully.  Also be sure to let them know, whenever the
opportunity presents itself, of the importance you place on completing 336. Your voice makes a BIG
difference.

On a different note, be on the watch for announcements from IDOT regarding upcoming hearings on 336.
Soon IDOT will be setting dates and locations for the first round of public meetings.  These meetings will
show everyone the several possible alignments within the corridor for the final route.

These meetings will be great opportunities for everyone to see where the actual right of way for 336 might
be situated along the entire 60-mile corridor.  IDOT will be holding these meetings in early December in
Peoria, Canton, and Macomb.  They also have plans to bring a website (specifically related to 336) online
in the near future.

The upcoming round of meetings will certainly provide the venue for some to air their criticism of where
the highway might (and might not) actually be built.  All we ask is that everyone go to these meetings
with a fair and open mind. It is clear from the first (corridor) hearings that IDOT is being very attentive
to everyone’s wants and desires and that they will go out of their way to listen carefully to every-
one.

Also, we would strongly suggest that everyone attend the meetings and gather their own, first-hand
information rather relying on hearsay from others.

Please give IDOT the “benefit of any doubt” as they work toward finalizing the final alignment.

Mark W. Johann
President, 336 Coalition

“Could you please outline for the readers of the 336 Update what your posi-
tion is relative to transportation in the 17th District and, in particular, what pri-
ority you will place and what specific effort(s) you would make on furthering
the goal of building a 4-lane highway connecting Peoria to Macomb?”
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Challenger Andrea Zinga

As a Macomb native, I am greatly interested
in re-building and modernizing the high-
way networks that serve the residents and

businesses of Macomb which is the McDonough
County Seat and also serve the students and their
families who frequently make driving trips to
Western Illinois University from all parts of this
country. The proposed Route 336 that would con-
nect Macomb to Peoria is a critical piece to the
puzzle. While I fully understand the exact route
has not been determined, there are three excellent,
well-studied routes from which the affected com-
munities must choose.  At this point, I do not take
a position on endorsing a specific route; I do
believe that people need to make this decision
quickly, and in the most fiscally responsible man-
ner.  

It is essential to allow for Route 336 to serve a
good number of the communities between Peoria
and Macomb, especially those in Fulton County.
However, it should ultimately be the decision of
those residents, for they know the intricacies of
their community’s best. Secondly, the engineers
should be able to determine the most efficient and
cost-effective routes to build this essential high-
way. I pledge to work with Peoria Congressman
Ray LaHood in seeing this project through to
fruition. Additionally, if elected, I intend to seek a
seat on the House Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure where I would gain an extreme-
ly influential voice in this and similar projects
around my district.  

I have spent a great deal of time studying and
experiencing the shortcomings of efficient and
modern transportation networks within Illinois’
17th District. Therefore, I have made transporta-
tion and infrastructure revitalization and improve-
ment the focal point of my Congressional cam-
paign. Not only would the four-lane Route 336
from Peoria to Macomb serve this area in com-

Congressman Lane Evans

Throughout our nation’s history, economic
growth and opportunity have followed
investments in our infrastructure. Invest-

ment in Illinois’ transportation system will facili-
tate economic growth and spur job development.
In order to create jobs and help our economy, it is
vital the federal government provide state and
local governments with the financial resources to
build roads, bridges, airports, and mass transit.  

Reauthorization of our nation’s transportation pro-
grams has been stalled because the Bush
Administration wants to limit the amount of
money that would go toward strengthening our
transportation network. I support a bipartisan bill
(TEA-LU) that could provide up to $375 billion
over the next six years for transportation invest-
ment and improvements. Illinois would receive
$8.9 billion in highway funding under this propos-
al. This would be a $3.26 billion increase for
Illinois highway funding above current funding
levels. 

Increased federal funding for transportation would
be the shot in the arm our ailing national economy
needs. For every $1 billion invested in federal
highway and transit spending 47,000 jobs are cre-
ated or sustained. Highway and transit investments
stimulate economic activity. Transportation infra-
structure generates up to a 6 to 1 return on invest-
ment.

I have been a strong supporter of plans to expand
Illinois Route 336 from Quincy to Macomb and
support the further expansion of Illinois 336 from
Macomb to Peoria through Fulton County.  In the
1998 federal transportation legislation (TEA-21) I
helped secure $3.6 million in federal funding for
expansion of Illinois Route 336.

I have been working to secure additional special
high priority funding for highway projects like
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336 Coalition
Membership Drive

On Going

Over the past year, the 336 Coalition board
has been working hard to increase the
Coalition’s dues paying membership.

Memberships funds are used to pay for our
newsletter, sponsor rallys, and pay for other
expenses all aimed at advocating the four-lane
highway from Peoria to Macomb.

If you’re not currently a member, please consider
joining now by completing the enrollment section
of this month’s Update. 

YES! I want to keep
the momentum moving for a four-lane
highway in western Illinois. Sign me up
for a membership in the 336 coalition.

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
Company (if applicable)

Donations of all sizes will be accepted.
Please make checks payable to the
“336 Coalition” and mail to:

336 Coalition
P.O. Box 761, Canton, IL 61520

�

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Individual - $25  •  Business and Industry under 20 employees - $100

Business and Industry over 20 employees - $200 • Cities, Townships and Municipalities - $500 • Counties - $1,000

CONGRESSMAN LANE EVANS
Illinois Route 336, U.S. Route 67, and
U.S. Route 34 in the new transportation

reauthorization act. The transportation bill
approved by the House of Representatives cur-

rently provides $3 million for Illinois 336 from
Macomb to Peoria.

We also must maintain the viability of Amtrak. I
have been a longtime supporter of passenger rail
and believe the government must provide the
financial resources to improve this vital link. I am
a sponsor of legislation that would help Amtrak
renovate its infrastructure and prepare for the
introduction of high-speed rail.

At a time when our nation is suffering from high
unemployment, I believe the best jobs program
would be a transportation bill that increases fund-
ing for new roads, bridges, airports and passenger
rail. I will be working with the Illinois Congres-
sional Delegation to ensure we increase the flow of
funds for highway construction in Illinois.

Congressman Lane Evans

CHALLENGER ANDREA ZINGA
merce, education and economic development, but
it would also spur job growth with the jobs created
in the construction of a large piece of four-lane
highway.

Peoria to Macomb will only help with better devel-
opment of the region, but when coupled with the
336 construction from Quincy to nearly Carthage,
and soon Macomb, it will be a boon for the
Midwest.  This will simplify travel to such desti-
nations as Kansas City and Chicago. The Route
336 Coalition has my full support and if I am elect-
ed to represent Western Illinois in Washington, I
pledge to play an integral role in seeing this proj-
ect through to completion in the very near future.
Thank you for this opportunity.

Andrea Zinga
17th District 
Congressional candidate
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336 Coalition Officers
President Mark Johann, Wells Fargo Bank

Vice President Dan Kiesewetter, Kiesewetter Insurance Agency

Treasurer Jim Fassino, MidAmerica National Bank

Secretary Tony Rolando, IL Dept. of Commerce & 
Economic Opportunity

Recording Secretary Bob Molleck, Assistant to Senator George Shadid

336 Coalition Directors
Rod Ahitow, Corrections Consultant Carol Merna, Congressman Ray LaHood’s Office

Leonard Barnard, Farmer Curt Oldfield, Spoon River College

David Byerly, Canton Economic Development Chad Murphy, Fulton County Board Liaison

Norine Hammond, Rep. Rich Myers Office Mike Smith, State Representative

Larrilyn Hoops, LaMonts International Elaine Stone, Fulton County Farm Bureau

Dr. Tom Hines, Spoon River College Kevin Stephenson, MidAmerica National Bank

Bill Kuhn, Fulton County Highway Department Don Swartzbaugh, Farmers & Merchants State Bank of Bushnell

Jerry Lack, Congressman Lane Evans Office Paul Vonderhaar, Canton Chamber of Commerce

Eric Therkildsen, IDOT Liaison

Directors Emeritus
Dave Gould

Ken Henry

Harold Wilson

Ed Cox

PRSRTSTD
U. S. Postage

PAID
Bushnell, IL

Permit No. 82

fall 2004 newsletter  10/7/04  2:44 PM  Page 4


