
B
oth G

ubernatorial C
andidates

E
xpress T

heir Strong Support for 336

T
he fall general election is just around the
corner.  B

e sure to V
ote on N

ovem
ber 5th!

Y
our C

oalition board has been w
orking overtim

e
lately getting our need for a four-lane highw

ay
from

 Peoria to M
acom

b in front of both guberna-
torial candidates.

O
n June 13th w

e w
ere fortunate to have Illinois’

A
ttorney 

G
eneral 

Jim
 

R
yan,

republican 
candidate 

for 
G

overnor,
and 

Senator 
C

arl
H

aw
kinson,

republican candidate for L
ieutenant G

overnor,
join us at our R

ally that w
as

held in L
ew

istow
n.  B

oth candidates addressed the estim
ated 400 citizens in attendance.

R
yan stated that he and H

aw
kinson had m

et w
ith the transportation group in the Q

uincy
area and stated that they fully understand the need for m

odern transportation in and around
the w

est central Illinois area.  H
e said that he “...attended the 336 C

oalition R
ally to show

his support for the project”.  H
e w

ent on to say “T
hat (336) is a top priority”.

In A
ugust w

e had they opportunity to m
eet w

ith C
ongressm

an R
od B

lagojevich,dem
ocrat

candidate for G
overnor,during a cam

paign sw
ing through C

anton.  B
lagojevich w

as very
generous in giving us the tim

e to give him
 an update on our progress.  H

e expressed his
regrets for his schedule not allow

ing him
 the chance to be at the L

ew
istow

n rally.

D
uring a cam

paign speech in Jones Park in uptow
n C

anton
follow

ing 
our 

briefing,
B

lagojevich 
stated 

that,
“...he

w
ould ensure that R

oute 336 extends all the w
ay from

M
acom

b to Peoria”.

B
oth candidates are firm

ly in our cam
p.  Please be sure to

thank them
 for their support w

henever you have the oppor-
tunity.
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Special thanks to

Infobahn O
utfitters,Inc.

of M
acom

b
for their help and

contribution to the creation
of our w

ebsite.
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T
he fairgrounds in L

ew
istow

n w
as the site of

the 336 C
oalition’s sum

m
er rally on June

14th.  

T
he C

entral Illinois A
g C

oalition w
as co-host for

the event.  C
andidate Jim

 R
yan used the opportu-

nity to express his support for the ethanol industry
in Illinois and said that it is a w

in-w
in situation by

w
ay of its help to the state’s econom

y and it also
reduces air pollution.

A
 highlight of the event occurred w

hen M
ayor

B
arry B

lackw
ell took the podium

 and expressed
his support for 336.  H

e then presented a check to
the C

oalition for $2600 that represented $1 for
each of L

ew
istow

n’s 2600 residents.  C
oalition

president M
ark Johann said,“T

hanks.  W
e prom

ise
to put that to good use”.

M
any thanks go out to L

ew
istow

n for their gener-
ous unsolicited contribution and for the extra effort
the city adm

inistration and public w
orks personnel

provided in getting everything ready.  E
verything

w
ent great.

L
ew

istow
n H

osts the
336 C

oalition Sum
m

er R
ally

O
n 

Septem
ber 

3 
several 

of 
the 

C
oalition

m
em

bers w
ere in attendance at a planning

sym
posium

 
convened 

by 
C

ongressm
an

R
ay L

aH
ood at W

ildlife Prairie Park.

C
ongressm

an 
L

aH
ood 

began 
the 

m
eeting 

by
explaining that his district is now

 one of the largest
districts (geographically) in Illinois.  It is im

por-
tant that citizens and com

m
unities w

ithin the dis-
trict m

eet in order to prioritize the various w
ants

and needs so that the highest priorities can be the
focus of attention by our congressional and state
legislators over the next 5-10 years.

O
f great interest to all of us 336 m

em
bers w

ere
rem

arks that the C
ongressm

an shared w
ith the

audience prior to taking any rem
arks from

 those in
attendance.  L

aH
ood said,

“W
e’re not here to talk

about tw
o things.  O

ne is the im
provem

ent to I-74
being m

ade through Peoria.  It is funded and it w
ill

happen.  T
he other is 336 from

 Peoria to M
acom

b,
it is a given”.

A
ll of you that support 336 needs to know

 how
m

uch C
ongressm

an L
aH

ood has done to advance
this project over the past 4-5 years.  Please be sure
to thank him

 for his support and leadership on this
very im

portant project.

Join The 336 Coalition

I
t’s extrem

ely im
portant that individuals and

organizations 
join 

the 
efforts 

of 
the 

336
C

oalition. For this project to becom
e a reality,

a strong and consistently com
m

itted effort m
ust be

show
n to state and federal agencies. Y

our support
facilitates 

effective 
com

m
unication 

w
ith 

these
agencies,and keeps you inform

ed on the progress
being m

ade to benefit our region through econom
-

ic developm
ent.

W
H
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U
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D
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O
U

J
O
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?

*
You and your com

pany are concerned about the
future of w

estern Illinois

*
You w

ant to provide a high quality of life,both in
the near future and for years to com

e

*
You acknow

ledge the need for safe and efficient 
travel in the area

*
You w

ant to see business and industry grow
 in

this region
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Individual - $25  •  B

usiness and Industry under 20 em
ployees - $100

B
usiness and Industry over 20 em

ployees - $200 • C
ities,Tow

nships and M
unicipalities - $500 • C

ounties - $1,000
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• B
y land area,

Fulton C
ounty is the 10th largest county in the State of Illinois.  O

f the seventeen
(17) largest counties in the State,

Fulton C
ounty is the only county w

ithout any 4-lane highw
ays

w
ithin its borders.

• Since 1980,
Fulton C

ounty’s unem
ploym

ent rate has not recovered.  It is nearly double the state and
national average and currently continues to be the highest am

ongst the 30 C
ounties listed in the analysis.

L
ack of a 4-lane highw

ay is the m
ost frequently sited reason for lack of econom

ic grow
th.

• O
f the 30 largest counties in the state of Illinois (by land size),

only three (3) do not have any 4-lane
highw

ays running w
ithin their borders.  Fulton C

ounty has the largest population of the three (38,250)
com

pared to 35,372 and 22,893.(C
hristian and Shelby C

ounties,respectively).

• O
f the tw

enty-seven (27) largest C
ounties (by land size) having a 4-lane highw

ay running w
ithin their

borders,seven (7) of those counties have a lesser population than does Fulton C
ounty. (B

ureau,Fayette,
H

ancock,L
ee,M

ontgom
ery,Pike,and W

ayne C
ounties).

D
id you know

 that...
☛

R
ay L

aH
ood

T
ransportation Sym

posium

—
 M

em
bership D

ues —
T

hank you to everyone that has sent in their bi-annual m
em

bership dues.  If you haven’t done so,please
consider forw

arding it along as soon as possible so that w
e can keep our m

em
bership list current.

Y
our dues are used to support the C

oalition in m
any different w

ays.  T
he rallies and luncheon events w

e con-
duct incur varying costs to produce.  O

ur sem
i-annual new

sletter costs $2500-$3000 per issue.  Frequently
w

e find ourselves attending fund raising events for candidates of governm
ent that are valued friends of the

C
oalition or are new

 to the scene and w
e are in need of being in front of them

 w
ith our project.

A
ll of the tim

e and labor on the part of the C
oalition directors have been entirely volunteer and our plans are

to continue in the sam
e m

anner.  

W
e truly are appreciative of the significant donations that have been m

ade by several of the com
m

unities
since w

e began our efforts.  T
hey include B

ushnell,
Farm

ington,
T

rivoli,
H

anna C
ity,

and,
m

ost recently,
L

ew
istow

n.


